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The Middle Republican NRD Community Assistance Grant program is an authorized program of the District to provide financial assistance to communities within the Middle Republican NRD for projects that support the NRD funding categories.

Funding Categories    Any project or portion of a project funded by the Middle Republican Natural Resources District must achieve one or more of the following NRD purposes, established by the Nebraska State Legislature in 1972.  These category areas are equally important.

	erosion prevention and control
	
	prevention of damages from flood water and sediment

	prevention of damages from flood water and sediment
	
	flood prevention and control

	soil conservation
	
	water supply

	development, management, utilization, and conservation of ground water and surface water 
	
	pollution control

	solid waste disposal and drainage
	
	drainage improvement and channel rectification

	fish and wildlife habitat
	
	recreational and park facilities

	forestry and range management
	
	Outdoor Classroom / Education


Project Eligibility Criteria   All projects must meet all of the following criteria to be considered for funding.  
1. The project must make a real contribution to achieving the NRD’s purposes.
2. The applicant must demonstrate that the project is environmentally acceptable.  The project shall not cause harm to the environment and results in a net gain for the environment.

3. The project must have clear and direct environmental benefits.

4. The project must provide public benefits.

5. Projects must conform with all local, state, and federal laws.

6. The funds requested will provide assistance only to proposals which are deemed technically and financially feasible.

7. The funds requested shall not be used for the following:

a. to provide direct assistance to regulatory programs nor shall they be used 

b. to implement actions mandated by regulations except remediation.

c. To pay for private benefits or provide assistance to projects whose benefits are primarily private in nature. 

d. to relieve private liability for environmental damage.

e. to pay for projects which have direct beneficiaries who could afford the costs of the benefits without experiencing serious financial hardship.
f. to pay for land or easements acquired without the full and express consent of the landowner.
8. Project Sponsor’s labor, equipment or materials are not eligible project costs (must be contracted).

9. First time applicants and low amounts of previous grants have priority over recent recipients.
10. Projects that utilize/develop natural resources are high priority

District Responsibilities

1. Administer the Community Assistance Gratns Program

2. Review and prioritize all applications for assistance

3. Reimburse Sponsors up to 20% of the actual cost of the program, up to $3000.

4. The District reserves the right to approve or reject plans, specifications, implementation schedules, and entire project applications.

Sponsor Requirements
1. The sponsor shall complete the District’s Community Assistance Grant Application

2. The sponsor shall submit preliminary plans with the application.  The following items should be included:

a. Timeline

b. Total cost of project

c. Other sources of funding

d. Budget

3. The sponsor shall execute the District’s Special Project Operation and Maintenance Agreement, upon approval of funding and before starting work on the project.

4. The sponsor shall obtain all necessary local, state, and federal permits.

5. Upon completion of the project, the sponsor shall prominently display the plague acknowledging Middle Republican NRD funding (provided by the District).

6. The sponsor shall administer all contracts for design, construction, and construction observation for the project.

7. The sponsor shall control all erosion on the site during and after construction.

8. The sponsor shall hold and save the District free from damages or claims due to the construction, or operation and maintenance of the project.

9. The approved application becomes an agreement with the District, which includes these guidelines.
10. The sponsor is encouraged to utilize recycled or recyclable products whenever practical or feasible.
Requesting Reimbursement

1.  Upon completion of the project, the Sponsor may request reimbursement from the District by providing a final report including:

a.  Letter summarizing the work completed.

b.  Listing of all project expenditures.

c.  Copies of all receipts, deeds, or easements

2.
The use of participant’s labor, equipment or materials will not be considered a part of the grant project.

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

In order to ensure equitable distribution of funds across the entire district over time, the NRD Board may prioritize a project benefiting an area deemed previously under-served by NRD funded projects.  
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Help Is Available.  If you have questions or would like to discuss a project, you are encouraged to contact the NRD office.  We will be happy to answer simple questions immediately, or to arrange an appointment for you to discuss a draft proposal in detail with staff. You can reach our office at (800) 873-5613.











220 Center Avenue – PO Box  81, Curtis, NE  69025

(800) 873-5613                                                     www.mrnrd.org
                                           kgall@mrnrd.org


