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Target Word Count: ~275 words
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Say “five, four, three” then leave two seconds of silence before you start the program.  

I’m Roger Lawson, the Information & Education Coordinator of the Middle Republican Natural Resources District in Curtis, NE

 –Pause-  This is the Natural Resources Report.  

To all farmers that are irrigating within the Middle Republican Natural Resources District…you ARE making a difference:  Water usage was at 9 inches in 2005 and 10.5 inches in 2006.

District wide, you have been using groundwater at a sustainable level for the past few years. 

For every acre that is irrigated within the Middle Republican District, eight acres are not being irrigated and are therefore providing recharge to the groundwater.

For every acre inch of groundwater that you choose not to pump this year on your acreage, we move that much closer to recovery of the historical groundwater levels. 

Conservation strategies that irrigators are currently using to save water include:

1. Removing end guns from their center pivots

2. Installed surge valves

3. Planting less thirsty crops

4.   Enrolling in set aside programs.

Irrigators in the Middle Republican Natural Resources District are conserving groundwater and making a huge difference for themselves and future generations of farmers.  Together, with the Republican River Basin NRD’s, we are making significant progress towards the Republican River Compact compliance.  

Thank you for listening.  This is Roger Lawson, keeping you informed about your natural resources.
The lead out is 3-5 seconds of silence.  DON’T stop the recording immediately after you’re done speaking.

