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November 4th, 2007 KRVN Resource Report 

I’m Heather Francis of the Upper Republican Natural Resources District in Imperial, Nebraska and this is the Natural Resources Report.  Wildlife habitat and habitat improvement are included with my duties at the NRD.  The NRD works with private landowners to make recommendations about windbreaks, shrub plantings and grass seeding to improve the land for wildlife.  In southwest Nebraska more acres have been planted to grass with the inception of the CREP program as well as acres being enrolled in the CRP program.  The next five years are going to provide more nesting cover for upland birds and wildlife.  

Warm season grass establishment is important for most wildlife species.  By planting a warm season grass mix with several varieties of grass, diversity is a bonus.  Several warm season grasses work well in southwest Nebraska, such as Switchgrass, little and sand bluestem, Indiangrass, and Sideoats grama.  When working with grass seedings that are meant strictly for wildlife habitat, alfalfa and sweet clover are a must.  Legumes are an important part of attracting insects for nesting birds and their chicks.  Pheasant, quail and grassland songbird chicks rely upon insects as 90% of their diet for the first 6 - 10 weeks of their lives.   

Shrub plantings are an important component for wildlife habitat improvement.  The plants provide cover at times during the year for pheasant, quail, songbirds and turkeys.  Some of the shrubs produce fruit to provide food during the summer, fall and winter months.   

Maintenance of windbreaks and grass seedings are important for the landowner to include with the development of habitat planting.  Resist the temptation to mow weeds from April 15th to July 15th as that is prime nesting time for birds.  When mowing, remember to mow the weeds high.  Putting the mower close to the ground will not be helpful in the removal of the weeds.  

Please take the time to check with your local natural resources district to see what wildlife habitat programs are available in your area.  Thank you for listening.  This is Heather Francis keeping you informed about your natural resources.  

