December 12th, 2007 KRVN

Resources Report

Five, four, three, (silent two, one)…

I’m Mike Clements, Manager of the Lower Republican Natural Resources District in Alma, NE, and this is the Natural Resources Report.
Many of you have been asking the same questions.  What’s the outlook for the future of irrigation in the Republican Basin?  What’s our allocation going to be next year?  Will Kansas challenge the Settlement Agreement in the court system?  As some questions are answered, more arise.  Before we look ahead, I would like to make a few comments about where we have been.

In talking to irrigators and traveling across the state, it doesn’t take long to realize that farming practices and efficiencies in the Lower Republican are much more advanced than the rest of the state.  Through hard work and good conservation and farming practices, you have continued to lower your water usage.  Although Mother Nature played a large role in 2007 the fact remains that our water usage for 2005 (7.41”), 2006 (7.60”), and 2007 (approximately 6”) was nearly 40% below our allocations and well below where the Department of Natural Resources projected we should be for compact compliance.

Now for the future.  Although we have not had a public hearing on our new Integrated Management Plan, I can tell you some of the components that have been agreed to between the DNR and our Board.  First of all, the allocation will be 9 acre inches per year or 45 acre inches for five years.  The allocations will be for the entire District, including the Little Blue sub-basin portion of our District.  You will be allowed to use the 45 acre inches how you please during the five year period.  You will also be allowed to carry forward up to 11 or 12 acre inches (if you have it available) into the new five year allocation period.

I think it’s very important for you to know that the new 45 acre inch allocation is based on Nebraska having an average or normal water supply.  In 2006, Nebraska’s Allocation was the lowest in the history of the Compact.  Since the accounting is always done one year in arrears, we don’t have the numbers for 2007, but they will obviously be much better.

The 45 acre inch allocation is not set in stone for the next five years.  If supplies vary drastically, it can be adjusted downward or upward proportionately (following a public hearing).  Along with our Board, I’m hoping that will not have to be done.

I encourage all of our irrigators to keep doing the great job that you demonstrated for the last three years.  If we can keep our actual usage in the 7-8 acre inch range, we should be in good shape with an average water supply being available.

With the pending uncertainty of surface water leases in the future, our Board is hopeful the 9 acre inch allocation will enable us to not have to rely on surface water augmentation in normal years.  We would, however, like to have surface water leases as an option that could be used, if needed, in certain water short years.

Once again, I would like to thank all of the producers in the LRNRD for your efforts to conserve and preserve our most valuable natural resource.

Thank you for listening.  This is Mike Clements, keeping you informed about your natural resources.

