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I’m John Thorburn with Tri-Basin NRD in Holdrege, and this is the Natural Resources Report.  The Platte River is often referred to as a ribbon of life stretching across Nebraska.  This ribbon has been frayed over the last few years, first by drought, now by exotic, invasive plants.  The channels of the Platte are being choked by a reedy grass called phragmites.  Imported shrubby trees called saltcedar are sucking up streamflows.  Russian Olive trees are also crowding the banks of Nebraska’s greatest river.  If left unchecked, these invasive plants would cause the river to flood more easily in spring and dry up in the summer.

Nebraska’s NRDs brought this problem to the attention of our state legislators.  They recognized the seriousness of the problem and set aside two million dollars in state funds to help clean up what State Senator Tom Carlson calls “our liquid highways.”  Now NRDs and county weed authorities are working together to eradicate invasive plants in the Platte and Republican Rivers using herbicides that are safe for aquatic areas.  After spraying these plants, we will use machinery and livestock to keep them from getting re-established. 

Our efforts have been particularly noticeable in recent weeks, because we hired contractors to spray these invasive plants with helicopters.  Helicopters are particularly effective at this task, because their rotors act like giant fans, pushing herbicide straight down into phragmites clumps.  They are also able to spray with great precision, minimizing damage to nearby native plants.

Most land along the Platte is owned by private individuals.  NRDs and weed management areas want to work closely with landowners to insure that our weed control efforts will be as effective as possible.  If you have questions about invasive species, call your local NRD office or your local county weed control office.

I’m John Thorburn, keeping you informed about your natural resources.

