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I'm Marcia Lee of the Central Platte Natural Resources District in Grand Island, Nebraska, and this is...the Natural Resources Report.  

Do you have irrigated land located in the Platte River valley?  If so, and if you’d like to retire some of those acres, the Central Platte NRD would like to talk to you about our new Water Bank.

The NRD is currently acquiring permanent easements to retire irrigated acres to convert land or use to one that has a lesser impact on the river.  Retiring these irrigated acres will increase flows in the river.  Water rights are being purchased on odd-sized fields and odd-shaped tracts of land, such as pivot corners that are harder to farm & less efficient to irrigate.  It also would favor those lands that have a larger impact on the river. 

Through the Water Bank, the Central Platte would like to purchase enough irrigated acres to bring the western part of the District, which is primarily Dawson County, from the over-appropriated designation back to a fully appropriated designation.  Nearly 900 acre-feet of water has been acquired since July 2007 and in December, the board of directors approved $2 million to acquire more irrigated acres, so if you’d like to retire land in Dawson or even Buffalo County, contact Ron Bishop at 308-385-6282.

Thank you for listening.  This is Marcia Lee, keeping you informed about your natural resources.

