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Wednesday at 4:17 PM
I’m Roger Lawson, the Information & Education Coordinator of the Middle Republican Natural Resources District in Curtis, NE

 –Pause-  This is the Natural Resources Report.  

While ground water management has been the primary emphasis for this district, the rainfall events in May and June have demonstrated that other district programs are important also.  The 34 flood control structures in the district, many of them built under the authority of the NRD in the 70’s and 80’s, have provided benefits that are sometimes unseen and difficult to measure.  

Much more flooding would have occurred were it not for these control structures or dams.  After the Memorial Day storms, nearly 7000 acre feet of water was captured in these dams and released over the next several days.  Some county roads and field drives may have been covered with flood water but these roads would have been washed out completely were it not for the dams slowing the flows. 
In addition, these same storms alone helped put over 60,000 acre feet of storage into Harlan County Reservoir. 

Erosion of our fields and washed out county roads are definitely a problem but major flooding is usually confined to our creeks and river valleys.  If that is where you live, you already know the effect of high water. Before the next flood event, make your plans early, listen to the weather reports and get to higher ground with your survival supplies in a timely manner.  Let friends or neighbors know your plans.
Hopefully our watershed dams can continue to minimize the impacts from storms.    

Thank you for listening.  This is Roger Lawson, keeping you informed about your natural resources. 

