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NATURAL RESOURCES REPORT  --  8/06/2008 -- Irrigation Strategies Field Tour Series.  

Wednesday at 4:17 PM

2 minutes  (110 seconds actual talking time)

Target word count:  275
Say “five, four, three” then leave two seconds of silence before you start the program.  

I’m Roger Lawson, the Information & Education Coordinator of the Middle Republican Natural Resources District in Curtis, NE

 –Pause-  This is the Natural Resources Report.  

August heat is upon us and irrigation for most of you is in full swing as pivots crawl their way around fields of corn, beans, alfalfa and other irrigated crops.  The NRD has worked hard to balance groundwater use policy with the realistic needs of irrigators.  To this end, the NRD supports technologies, strategies and educational opportunities that can help producers make increasingly efficient use of groundwater for irrigation. 

One such opportunity is being provided by the UNL –Frontier Co Extension this September.   Steve Melvin of the Frontier Co. Extension is offering an Irrigation Strategies Field Tour Series.  
"The primary focus is on working with producers and crop consultants to develop and demonstrate soil moisture monitoring equipment and irrigation scheduling strategies on farmer fields," Melvin said.

The field tour topics will include: predicting the last irrigation of the season; lowering irrigation energy costs; monitoring crop water use and soil moisture status; water savings with crop residue management; and how time of application and amount of water applied effects crop yield.

Melvin hopes the series will make when and how much irrigation water to apply as easy as keeping fuel in the tank using the fuel gauge.

The series takes place throughout Southwest Nebraska including a session in Curtis on 

Thursday, Sept. 4, 10 a.m. The field will be located just north of Curtis, West of the cemetery.  Directional signs will be posted. 

For more information about the Irrigation Strategies Field Tour Series, contact Steve Melvin at (308) 367-4424

Thank you for listening.  This is Roger Lawson, keeping you informed about your natural resources. 

The lead out is 3-5 seconds of silence.  DON’T stop the recording immediately after you’re done speaking.
