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NATURAL RESOURCES REPORT  --  9/17/2008 – NRDs Working For You  

Wednesday at 4:17 PM

2 minutes  (110 seconds actual talking time)

Target word count:  275
Actual word count: 298
Say “five, four, three” then leave two seconds of silence before you start the program.  

I’m Roger Lawson, the Information & Education Coordinator of the Middle Republican Natural Resources District in Curtis, NE

 –Pause-  This is the Natural Resources Report.  

The natural resources districts have a long history of meeting the resource needs of Nebraska.  We are proud of our accomplishments in the Republican Basin.  The first control area, the first groundwater management plan, the first special protection area, the joint action plan and the first integrated management plan all occurred in the Republican Basin.  The first moratorium and the first temporary suspension on drilling happened in the basin also.  Ground water quality and ground water quantity have always been issues of extreme importance to the districts.  
Controls, rules and regulations are not always the most popular actions and they are not enacted without serious consideration.  Locally elected directors with the help of state resources develop the most efficient plans possible.  Difficult problems require difficult decisions. 
Sometimes we wait for legislation to catch up with the need.  Integrated management, or the management of ground and surface water, was not even possible under Nebraska law until 1996 and the current statutes were not adopted until 2004.  

All across the state, NRDs are stepping up to the issues and working toward the best solutions to local problems with statewide impacts.  Flood control, soil and water conservation programs and ground water management are all developed and administered at the local level. With elections coming up in November give serious consideration to all the races and get to know the director candidates in your area.  Try not to think of what your NRD may have done to you but rather for what they have done and will continue to do for you.  

Thank you for listening.  This is Roger Lawson, keeping you informed about your natural resources. 

The lead out is 3-5 seconds of silence.  DON’T stop the recording immediately after you’re done speaking.
