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I’m Heather Francis of the Upper Republican Natural Resources District in Imperial, Nebraska and this is the Natural Resources Report.  On Saturday May 3rd,  the Nebraska Association of Resources Districts will be hosting the Nebraska State Envirothon contest at the State 4-H Camp at Halsey, Nebraska.

What is an Envirothon?  
The Nebraska Envirothon is a competition designed for high school students, 9th – 12th grades, to test their knowledge about the environment.  Five-member teams compete on the regional level in seven areas of environmental studies:  Soil, aquatics, forestry, policy, wildlife, range and a current environmental issue.  For the state competition, an oral presentation, on a topic selected by the Canon Envirothon Committee, is added to the testing stations.  
One of the unique aspects of this competition, is the students compete as a team to complete each of the stations.  Rather than each student competing as an individual, they actually work together as a team.  Although the regional competitions are usually held at the same time and place of the statewide district FFA Agricultural Education contests, the team members do not have to be FFA members.  In fact, as long as the members are of 9th-12th grade age, 4-H teams, science or health class students or home-school students can compete in the Envirothon.  
Several teams will be traveling to Halsey this weekend to try their environmental education skills.  More and more careers are being created that deal with the environment.  This is an excellent opportunity to give students some additional background in the environment and exposure to environmental careers.   The National Canon Envirothon will be held at Northern Arizona University located in Flagstaff, Arizona, July 28-August 3rd, 2008.  For more information about the Envirothon competition go to www.envirothon.org.  
Thank you for listening.  This is Heather Francis keeping you informed about your natural resources.  

