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I’m Marcia Lee of the Central Platte Natural Resources District in Grand Island Nebraska, and this is.. the Natural Resources Report.

Natural Resources Districts serve the public in many ways including flood control, cost share programs for best management practices, and introducing legislation to conserve our natural resources.  Today, however, I’d like to talk to you about the education programs that we provide for youth across the state.

Many NRDs have programs for elementary and middle school students including: Arbor Day and Earth Day celebrations, outdoor classroom programs that help get children outside to experience nature, groundwater and nature festivals, poster contests, and we also teach individual classrooms.

For high school education, we host both land and range judging contests, have scholarship programs for those entering a natural resources career, and we also conduct a contest called the Envirothon.  The Envirothon tests students on seven different topics- aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife, range, public policy and a special topic.  Regional contests begin next month and the state contest will be held at Ponca State Park in May.  Canon is the sponsor for the national level and winners from state will travel to North Carolina to compete.

The NRDs take great pride in our education programs and believe we must educate youth to become stewards for our natural resources in the future.

Thank you for listening.  This is Marcia Lee, keeping you informed about your natural resources.
